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I thank you for the power of your example.
I support the work you do. And again let me
say on behalf of all the American delegation,
we are delighted and honored to be here.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:17 p.m. on a ve-
randa at the Kilimanjaro Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Minister of Communications and
Transport Ernest Nyanda and President Benjamin
William Mkapa of Tanzania; and former President
Nelson Mandela of South Africa.

Statement on the University of
Arkansas Shooting
August 28, 2000

Hillary and I were shocked and heart-
broken to learn of the tragic shooting earlier
today at the University of Arkansas on the
first day of fall classes. While our under-
standing of the facts in this case is still devel-
oping, we know that two more lives were
taken on a day that should have been filled
with hope and promise for students and fac-
ulty. Federal law enforcement officials are
assisting local authorities with the investiga-
tion.

Today’s shooting strikes a particularly sad
chord for Hillary and me, who both had the
privilege of teaching at this wonderful institu-
tion. We send our heartfelt thoughts and
prayers along with those of the American
public to the families, the university, and the
entire Fayetteville community as they work
through this difficult time.

Remarks at the Burundi Peace Talks
in Arusha
August 28, 2000

Thank you very much, President
Museveni, President Mkapa, distinguished
leaders of the OAU and various African na-
tions and other nations supporting this peace
process. It is a great honor for me to be here
today with a large delegation from the United
States, including a significant number of
Members of our Congress and my Special
Envoy to Africa, Reverend Jesse Jackson, and
Howard Wolpe and others who have worked
on this for a long time.

This is a special day in America and for
Reverend Jackson. I think I should just men-
tion it in passing. This is the 37th anniversary
of the most important civil rights meeting we
ever had: the great March on Washington,
where Jesse Jackson was present and Martin
Luther King gave his ‘‘I Have A Dream’’
speech. I say that not because I think the
situations are analogous but because every-
body needs a dream, and I think whether
you all decide to sign this or not depends
in part on what your dream is.

I thank my friend President Mandela for
coming in to replace the marvelous late
President Nyerere, to involve himself in this
process. After 27 years in prison and 4 years
as President of his country—which some
people think is another form of prison—
[laughter]—he could be forgiven if he had
pursued other things. But he came here be-
cause he believes in peace and reconciliation.
He knows there is no guarantee of success,
but if you don’t try, there is a guarantee of
failure. And failure is not an acceptable op-
tion.

So I thank him; I thank the OAU and the
Presidents who are here today. I thank the
regional leaders, in addition to Presidents
Museveni and Mkapa, President Moi, Presi-
dent Kagame, Prime Minister Meles, for
their work. I thank the Nyerere Foundation,
Judge Bomani, Judge Warioba, and I thank
the people of Tanzania for hosting us here
in a city that has become the Geneva of Afri-
ca, thanks to many of you.

I say again, I am honored to be in a place
that is a tribute to the memory of President
Nyerere, and I’m glad that Madam Nyerere
is here today. I met her a few moments ago,
and I thank her for her presence.

I thank President Buyoya and all the Bu-
rundians from all the parties who have come
to Arusha and for the efforts you have made.

Peacemaking requires courage and vi-
sion—courage because there are risks in-
volved and vision because you have to see
beyond the risks to understand that however
large they are, they are smaller than the price
of unending violence. That you have come
so far suggests you have the courage and vi-
sion to finish the job, and we pray that you
will.
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I confess that I come here with some hu-
mility. I have spent a great deal of time in
the last 8 years trying to talk people into lay-
ing down their arms and opening their hands
to one another—from the Middle East to
Northern Ireland to the Balkans. I have had
some measure of success and known some
enormously painful failures. But I have not
been here with you all this long time, and
maybe I have nothing to add to your delib-
erations, but I would like to share some
things that I have learned in 8 years of seeing
people die, seeing people fight with one an-
other because they’re of different ethnic or
racial or tribal or religious groups, and of see-
ing the miracles that come from normal
peace.

First, to state the obvious, there will be
no agreement unless there is a compromise.
People hate compromise because it requires
all those who participate in it to be less than
satisfied. So it is, by definition, not com-
pletely satisfying. And those who don’t go
along can always point their finger at you and
claim that you sold out: ‘‘Oh, it goes too fast
in establishing democracy. Oh, it goes too
slow in establishing democracy. It has abso-
lutely too many protections for minority
rights. No, it doesn’t have enough protections
for minority rights.’’

And there’s always a crowd that never
wants a compromise—a small group that ac-
tually would, by their own definition, at least,
benefit from continued turmoil and fighting.
So if you put the compromise on the table,
they will use it like salt being rubbed into
old wounds. And they’re always very good.
They know just where the breakpoints are
to strike fear into the hearts of people who
have to make the hard decisions. I have seen
this all over the world.

But I know that honorable compromise is
important and requires people only to ac-
knowledge that no one has the whole truth,
that they have made a decision to live to-
gether, and that the basic aspirations of all
sides can be fulfilled by simply saying no one
will be asked to accept complete defeat.

Now, no one ever compromises until they
decide it’s better than the alternative. So I
ask you to think about the alternative. You’re
not being asked today to sign a comprehen-
sive agreement; you’re being asked to sign

on to a process which permits you to specify
the areas in which you still have disagree-
ments, but which will be a process that we
all hope is completely irreversible.

Now, if you don’t do it, what is the price?
If you don’t do it, what is the chance that
the progress you have made will unravel? If
you come back in 5 or 10 years, will the issues
have changed? I think not. The gulf between
you won’t narrow, but the gulf between Bu-
rundi and the rest of the world, I assure you,
will grow wider if you let this moment slip
away. More lives will be lost.

And I have a few basic questions. I admit,
I am an outsider. I admit, I have not been
here with you. But I have studied this situa-
tion fairly closely. I don’t understand how
continued violence will build schools for your
children, bring water to your villages, make
your crops grow, or bring you into the new
economy. I think it is impossible that that
will happen.

Now, I do think it is absolutely certain that
if you let this moment slip away, it will dig
the well of bitterness deeper and pile the
mountain of grievances higher, so that some
day, when somebody else has to come here
and sit at a table like this, they will have an
even harder job than you do. So I urge you
to work with President Mandela; I urge you
to work with each other to seize the oppor-
tunity that exists right now.

And I urge those groups, including the
rebels who are not now part of this process,
to join it and begin taking your own risks
for peace. No one can have a free ride here.
Now that there is a process for resolving dif-
ferences peacefully, they should lay down
their arms.

Now, if you take this step today, it is a
first step. It can’t restore the bonds of trust
by itself. It can’t restore the sense of under-
standing that is necessary for people to live
together. So I will also acknowledge that suc-
cess depends not only on what you say or
sign in Arusha but also what you do in the
weeks and months and years ahead in Bu-
rundi. The agreements you reach have to be
respected and implemented both in letter
and spirit. Again I say, if you decide to do
this, everyone must acknowledge there must
be no victors and no vanquished. If one side
feels defeated, it will be likely to fight again,
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and no Burundian will be secure. And after
all, security for all is one of the main argu-
ments for doing this.

Now, let me say something else. Of course,
you must confront the past with honesty.
There is hardly a Burundian family that has
not felt the sorrow of losing a loved one to
violence. The history must be told; the causes
must be understood. Those responsible for
violence against innocent people must be
held accountable. But what is the goal here?
The goal must be to end the cycle of vio-
lence, not perpetuate it.

So I plead with you. I’ve seen this a lot
of places, and it’s always the same. You have
to help your children remember their history,
but you must not force them to relive their
history. They deserve to live in their tomor-
rows, not in your yesterdays. Let me just
make one other point. When all is said and
done, only you can bring an end to the blood-
shed and sorrow your country has suffered.
Nelson Mandela will be a force for peace.
The United States will try to be a force for
peace. But no one can force peace. You must
choose it.

Now, again I say, I watched the parties
in Ireland fight for 30 years. I’ve watched
the parties in the Middle East fight for 50
years. I’ve watched the parties in the Balkans
now go at it and then quit and then go at
it again, and then I’ve watched—saw a mil-
lion people driven out of Kosovo. And when
we began to talk about peace in Bosnia, the
three different ethnic and religious groups
didn’t even want to sit down together in the
same room.

But when it’s all said and done, it always
comes down to the same thing. You have to
find a way to support democracy and respect
for the majority and their desires. You have
to have minority rights, including security.
You have to have shared decisionmaking, and
there must be shared benefits from your liv-
ing together.

Now, you can walk away from all this and
fight some more and worry about it, and let
somebody come back here 10 years from
now. No matter how long you take, when
it comes down to it, they’ll still be dealing
with the same issues. And I say, if you let
anybody else die because you can’t bring this
together now, all you will do is make it harder

for people to make the same decisions you’re
going to have to make here anyway.

So I will say again, if you decide, if you
choose not because anybody is forcing you
but because you know it is right to give your
children their tomorrows, if you choose
peace, the United States and the world com-
munity will be there to help you make it pay
off. We will strongly support an appropriate
role for the U.N. in helping to implement
it. We will support your efforts to demobilize
combatants and to integrate them into a na-
tional army. We will help you bring refugees
home and to meet the needs of displaced
children and orphans. We will help you to
create the economic and social conditions es-
sential to a sustainable peace, from agricul-
tural development to child immunization to
the prevention of AIDS.

I know this is hard, but I believe you can
do it. Consider the case of Mozambique. A
civil war there took a million lives, most of
them innocent civilians. Of every five infants
born in Mozambique during the civil war,
three—three—died before their fifth birth-
day, either murdered or stricken by disease.
Those who survived grew up knowing noth-
ing but war. Yet today, Mozambique is at
peace. It has found a way to include everyone
in its political life. And out of the devastation,
last year it had one of the five fastest growing
economies in the entire world.

Now, you can do that. But you have to
choose. And you have to decide if you’re
going to embrace that. You have to create
a lot of room in your mind and heart and
spirit for that kind of future. So you have
to let some things go.

Now, Mr. Mandela—he’s the world’s
greatest example of letting things go. But
when we got to be friends, I said to him one
day, in a friendly way, I said, ‘‘You know,
Mandela, you’re a great man, but you’re also
a great politician. It was quite smart to invite
your jailers to your inauguration. Good poli-
tics. But tell me the truth, now. When they
let you out of jail the last time and you were
walking to freedom, didn’t you have a mo-
ment when you were really, really angry at
them again?’’ You know what he said? He
said, ‘‘Yes, I did—a moment. Then I realized
I had been in prison for 27 years, and if I
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hated them after I got out, I would still be
their prisoner, and I wanted to be free.’’

Sooner or later, hatred, vengeance, the il-
lusion that power over another group of peo-
ple will bring security in life, these feelings
can be just as iron, just as confining as the
doors of a prison cell. I don’t ask you to forget
what you went through in the bitter years,
but I hope you will go home to Burundi not
as prisoners of the past but builders of the
future. I will say again, if you decide, America
and the world will be with you. But you, and
only you, must decide whether to give your
children their own tomorrows.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in Simba
Hall at the Arusha International Conference Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda; President
Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy to Burundi Howard Wolpe; former
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa; Presi-
dent Daniel T. arap Moi of Kenya; President Paul
Kagame of Rwanda; Prime Minister Zenawi Meles
of Ethiopia; Tanzanian representatives to peace
talks Judge Mark Bomani and Judge Joseph S.
Warioba; Rosemary Nyerere, daughter of the late
President Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, founder of
Tanzania; and President Pierre Buyoya of Bu-
rundi.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt in Cairo
August 29, 2000

Middle East Peace Process
Q. What do you hope to accomplish in this

meeting today, Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Clin-
ton?

President Mubarak. We’re going to do
our best to find a solution for the problem
in the Middle East between Israel and the
Palestinians. We are making some consulta-
tions so as you could help the two parties
to reach a framework. It’s very important. We
hope to finish it by September. We want that.

Q. Are you hopeful, sir?
President Mubarak. I’m always hopeful.

And I think with the cooperation with the
United States and their support, I think this
will be reached.

President Clinton. I think the time is
short for resolving this. And I think all the
parties understand that without the involve-
ment and leadership and support of Egypt,
they won’t be able to do it. President Muba-
rak has been critical to this process for nearly
20 years now, certainly in all the time that
I’ve been here. So we’re going to work to-
gether and see if we can find a way to help
the parties get over this next big hump.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:10 a.m. at the
Presidential Terminal at Cairo International Air-
port. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Videotape Address to the People of
Colombia
August 29, 2000

Muy buenas noches. Tomorrow morning
I will travel to your country to bring a mes-
sage of friendship and solidarity from the
people of the United States to the people
of Colombia and a message of support for
President Pastrana and for Plan Colombia.

I will be joined on my trip by the Speaker
of our House of Representatives, Dennis
Hastert, and other distinguished Members of
our Congress. We come from different polit-
ical parties, but we have a common commit-
ment to support our friend Colombia. As you
struggle with courage to make peace, to build
your economy, to fight drugs, and to deepen
democracy, the United States will be on your
side.

Some of the earliest stirrings of liberty in
Latin America came in Colombia, as the
proud people of Cartagena, of Cali, of Bogota
rose up one after the other to fight for inde-
pendence. Now, nearly two centuries later,
Colombia’s democracy is under attack. Prof-
its from the drug trade fund civil conflict.
Powerful forces make their own law, and you
face danger every day, whether you’re send-
ing your children to school, taking your fam-
ily on vacation, or returning to your village
to visit your mother or your father.

The literary genius you call Gabo, your
Nobel laureate, painted a portrait of this
struggle in his book ‘‘News of a Kidnapping.’’
He presented me with a copy, and his book
has touched my heart. Now I know why he
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